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Each summer, dedicated world language 
teachers gather in Portland to network and 

improve their teaching.

Vice President 
Election
Vote now!

See page 5 for details.

I

Teachers Become Researchers
By Greg Hopper-Moore, PNCFL Executive Director

Continued on page 2…

Greg Hopper-Moore works as the research and development 
coordinator for the Center for Applied Second Language Studies 
(CASLS), a National Foreign Language Resource Center at the 
University of Oregon. Prior to coming to the university, Greg 
taught high school French for ten years.  He currently serves as 
the PNCFL executive director. 

n July, it was my privilege to welcome twenty teachers from nine diff er-
ent states to Portland, Oregon, for the Western Initiative for Language 

Leadership (WILL) summer institute hosted by the Center for Applied Second 
Language Studies (CASLS). Th eir teaching experiences range from one to sev-
enteen years, but the majority of the group has taught for less than three years. 
Judging by the conversations that took place during the week-long institute, I 
could tell that these teachers are dedicated to improving their teaching. And 
they had come to the right place to learn and grow as professionals.

Th e fi rst year of WILL emphasizes action research and mentor collaboration 
as the means to encourage 
teachers to take a critical look 
at their own practice. Th e fi rst 
step in setting out to study 
one’s classroom is to identify 
an area of focus. From a gen-
eral hypothesis, teachers can 
develop a plan of action (an 
intervention) that will yield 
insights through data collec-
tion. Th is will most likely lead 
to further changes, more data 
collection (observations of how those changes make a diff erence), and conclu-
sions about the eff ectiveness of the intervention. If another hypothesis is formed, 
the cycle begins again.  
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During WILL, teachers receive 
training from national experts, 

including Mimi Met, director for the 
National Language Resource Center, 

pictured here.

Teacher Researchers
Continued from page 1…

While teachers conduct informal 
action research all the time, the 
goal of the fi rst year of WILL is to 
formalize the process by showing 
teachers how to become intentional 
about data collection, analysis, and 
informed decision-making. If you 
are at a lull in your own teaching 
career, perhaps it is time to identify 
an area of research. Besides relying 
on Internet sources about action 
research, I recommend a book enti-
tled Action Research: A Guide for the 
Teacher Researcher by Geoff  Mills, 
a professor at Southern Oregon 
University who also presented 
during the WILL institute this 
summer. His book is clear and 
easy to read.

So what did this cohort of 
WILL teachers decide to study? 
Examples of teachers’ action 
research interests include teach-
ing culture more deeply, looking 
at self-assessment as a measure-
ment strategy, and helping stu-
dents analyze their own learning 
styles.

Some teachers are interested in 
trying a new technique in their 
classroom, such as TPRS or kines-
thetic activities, aimed at meeting 
the needs of students with diff erent 
learning styles. Others will be ana-
lyzing the eff ect of technology on 
student profi ciency, from the intro-
duction of an interactive Web site 
to the use of digital portfolios such 
as LinguaFolio. Some teachers plan 
to use particular reading strategies, 
such as independent reading or pre-
reading activities, to increase com-
prehension. One teacher will explore 
how often students should interact 
in the target language, while another 

will examine how and when to best 
teach grammar. I am eager to see 
what these teacher/researchers dis-
cover. In the end, while the project 
details diff er from teacher to teacher,  
the overall goal of action research is 
to help students reach higher levels 
of profi ciency.

Next summer, when the teachers 
who are participating in the WILL 
program reconvene in Portland, they 
will share their action research sto-
ries. Th e group as a whole will be 
able to learn from the experiences 

of individuals. Th is is the same peer 
group teaching and learning that 
occurs at professional development 
conferences. As teachers study a 
topic that holds particular interest 
for their own classroom setting, they 
often fi nd that their results are sig-
nifi cant for other educators.

If you are interested in learning 
more about action research or about 
the WILL program, please visit the 
CASLS Web site at http://casls.
uoregon.edu/ or email the center at 
info@uoregon.edu.
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A
Fall Conferences in the Northwest

s the fall conference sea-
son approaches, educa-

tors throughout the region have 
an opportunity to build their 
pedagogical skills, reconnect 
with colleagues, and refresh 
their enthusiasm  for the profes-
sion. All PNCFL members can 
attend these state organization 
fall conferences at the member-
ship rate.

Alaskans for Language 
Acquisition (AFLA)

AFLA will be hosting its fall 
conference October 5-7, 
2007, at Frontier Suites and 
University of Alaska Southwest 
in Juneau. Richard Dauenhauer 
will be presenting the keynote 
address. For addition informa-
tion, please visit the AFLA Web 
site at http://www.afla-alaska.
org/.

Idaho Association of Teachers 
of Language and Culture 

(IATLC)
IATLC will be holding its con-
ference October 4-5, 2007, 
at the University of Idaho 
in Moscow. Peggy Boyles, 
President for Peggy Boyles and 
Associates, will be the keynote 
speaker. Visit http://www.iatlc.
org/ to learn more about the 
conference. 

Montana Association of 
Language Teachers (MALT)

The MALT fall conference 
will be October 18-19, 2007, 
at Belgrade High School in 
Belgrade. Jim MacDiamind 
is scheduled to be the key-
note speaker. Contact Matt 
Lyng, MALT president, at 
mlyng@helena.k12.mt.us for 
more information.

Confederation in Oregon for 
Language Teaching (COFLT)

COFLT’s fall conference will be 
October 12-13, 2007, at Oregon 
State University in Corvallis. 
Martha Nyikos, Indiana 
University, and Kristen Hoyt, 
Kennesaw State University, 
will be the keynote speakers. 
Additional information is avail-
able at http://www.coflt.net/.

Washington Association for 
Language Teachers (WAFLT)

WAFLT will be hosting its 
conference at the Wenatchee 
Coast Hotel in Wenatchee on 
October 11-13, 2007. The key-
note speakers will be Dennis 
Meredith, director of educa-
tion for Intercultural Student 
Experiences,  and Tom Welch, 
independent consultant for 
the International Center for 
Leadership in Education and 
for the Council of Chief State 
School Officers. Find out more 
about the WAFLT fall confer-
ence by visiting http://waflt.
net/.

Wyoming Foreign Language 
Teachers’ Association 

(WFLTA)
WFLTA and the Wyoming 
Department of Education’s 
English as a Second Language 
will hold their first joint fall 
conference at the Snake River 
Lodge and Spa in Jackson Hole 
on October 25-27, 2007. Mimi 
Met, Deputy Director for the 
National Foreign Language 
Center, and Greg Duncan, 
President for InterPrep, Inc., 
will be joint keynote speakers for 
the conference. To learn more, 
contact Brandee Mau, WFLTA 
president, at bmau@ccsd.k12.
wy.us.
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hose of us in the K-6 program believe that Bill Schilling and the Wyoming business 
community have had the single largest infl uence on the Wyoming legislature for our 

program.” - Nomination Letter

andy’s background in teaching other subjects, especially Spanish, has helped her to 
develop an empathy and vision that make her both an outstanding teacher and a 

gifted leader in professional organizations.” - Nomination Letter

“T

“S

E
PNCFL Recognizes Outstanding Individuals

ach year, PNCFL recognizes professionals in the 
world language education fi eld. Candidates will 

be recognized at a formal award ceremony during their 
state’s foreign language association fall conference.

Bill Schilling
Outstanding Contribution to the Teaching of World 

Languages in the Pacifi c Northwest

Bill Schilling is the current president of the Wyoming 
Business Alliance. As the offi  cial representative of the 
state’s business community, Bill has been a major force 
in state-level language education debates. Without the 
business community’s active involvement, the Wyoming 
legislature would not have arrived at such an unprece-
dented support for languages.

In 1999, the legislature passed a statute 
requiring every child in grades K-2 to have the oppor-
tunity to learn a second language. In 2004, Wyoming 
appropriated $5 million to fund a fi ve-year pilot program 
to establish K-6 language programs throughout the state. 
Next year, over 10,000 children will be enrolled in the 
content-based Spanish program funded by this appro-
priation. In the 2007 budget session, the Wyoming legis-
lature placed almost $500 million into an endowment to 
fund perpetuity scholarships for Wyoming students. In 
order to qualify for the highest levels of this scholarship, 

students must complete a “success curriculum” in high 
school, which includes two years of a world language.

During each of these legislative debates, the business 
community, led by Bill Schilling, off ered the strongest 
support and lobbying. Bill consistently demonstrates 

understanding of the importance of building strong pub-
lic schools, and he always includes long sequences of 
language study in that defi nition. Bill has clearly made a 
diff erence for thousands of children and for the language 
profession as a whole.

Sandy Garcia
Northwest Language Teacher of the Year

Sandy Garcia teaches Japanese at Forest Grove High 
School and Spanish and Japanese at Pacifi c University 
in Forest Grove, Oregon. She has served on the board 
and committees for various organizations such as the 
Association of Teachers of Japanese in Oregon (ATJO), 
the Confederation in Oregon for Language Teaching 
(COFLT), and the National Council for Japanese Language 

Teachers (NCJLT). Sandy is one of twelve consultants in 
the nation to deliver College Board-endorsed profession-
al development workshops for AP Japanese teachers.

Sandy’s dedication to the world language profession and 
her own students is apparent to those locally and nation-
ally. In 2004, she spent her summer taking her students to 
Japan and, less than forty-eight hours later, joining a pro-
fessional summer institute in order to develop her own 
language and pedagogical skills.

Sandy maximizes student learning 
through various teaching techniques, ranging from using 
TPRS to hosting a native teaching assistant to attend-
ing workshops to developing new teaching techniques. 
Her colleagues credit Sandy with bringing culture into 
her classroom on a daily basis. Each day, students remove

Continued on page 11…
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have learned a great deal working with the WAFLT board and 
am excited about the opportunity to serve world language 

teachers in a greater capacity.” - Brenda Gaver, PNCFL Vice President 
Candidate

“I
T

Vote for the PNCFL Vice President

he PNCFL Executive Council 
hereby puts before the mem-

bership an election for the position of 
vice president. Voting will be held by 
electronic ballot, and each PNCFL 
member may cast one vote by send-
ing an email to pncfl@uoregon.
edu. Members may vote for one of 
the candidates below or another 
of their choosing. Before submit-
ting the name of another candidate, 
please be sure he or she is willing to 
hold office. The deadline for casting 
votes is October 5.

Brenda Gaver
Vice President Candidate

Brenda Gaver, currently teaching high 
school Spanish at East Valley High 
School in Spokane, Washington, has 
taught the language for ten years and 
has experience 
in both tradi-
tional and dis-
tance learning 
classrooms. 

Brenda is very 
active in her 
state language 
association, the 
W a s h i n g t o n 
A s s o c i a t i o n 
for Language 
T e a c h e r s 
(WAFLT). She 
was elected vice 
president in 
2006 and will 
be the incoming 
president of the 
organization this 
fall. Previously, 
she served as the 

WAFLT recording secretary from 
2002-2006. Brenda also served as the 
WAFLT conference chair in 2005 and 
2007. In addition to her experience 

as an active WAFLT member, Brenda 
is the current Eastern Vice President 
for the Association of Teachers of 
Spanish and Portuguese (AATSP) 
Juan de Fuca chapter, beginning her 
service in 2002.

Brenda also participated in the 
Western Initiative for Language 
Leadership (WILL) sponsored by the 
Center for Applied Second Language 
Studies (CASLS) at the University of 

Oregon. “WILL ended up being the 
best professional development I have 
attended,” Brenda recalls of the pro-
gram.

During the first year of the program, 
she investigated the effects of having 
a native speaker in the classroom on 
both the teacher’s and the students’ 
use of the target language. Brenda 
continues to serve as a WILL mentor 
for incoming teachers after complet-
ing the program herself.
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The Western Initiative for Language Leadership (WILL) is one way teachers in the region can collaborate 
with experts, mentors, and one another.

© University of Oregon

T PNCFL 
Regional 
Report

by Barbara Rupert, 
PNCFL Representative 
to the ACTFL Council

his report is an edited version 
of the May ACTFL regional 

report submitted to the PNCFL board 
by Barbara Rupert, 2005-09 PNCFL 
representative to the ACTFL council. 
Barbara is the principal of Brookdale 
Elementary in Tacoma, Washington. 
To request a copy of the full report, 
email pncfl@uoregon.edu.

ADVOCACY

In the PNCFL states, language advo-
cacy abounds. For example, language 
leaders in Washington worked on 
a bill to reinstate a world languages 
supervisor position in the Office of 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
as well as to promote pilot elementary 
language school programs. Ultimately, 
this bill did not pass.

Advocacy is one of the themes of 
Oregon’s fall conference. Oregon is 
also watching several bills in the state 
legislature, including one to encourage 
students to study abroad and another 
to promote Chinese language educa-

tion. There is concern about a bill to 
abolish the inclusion of world lan-
guages in the Certificates of Initial and 
Advanced Mastery. 

In Cheyenne, Wyoming, over four 
hundred French, German, Russian, and 
Spanish students enjoyed a “Discover 
the World” language festival. The two-
day celebration included a banquet, 
student dance, language competitions, 
mini-lessons in less commonly taught 
languages, dancing classes, and more. 

COLLABORATION

There are efforts in the region to col-
laborate with professionals in other 
content areas. The Washington 
Association of Language Teachers 
(WAFLT) has a representative on their 
board from Teachers of English to 
Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL). 
The Confederation in Oregon for 
Language Teaching (COFLT) col-
laborated with K-16 social studies 
educators for their spring conference, 
and the Wyoming Foreign Language 
Teachers’ Association (WFLTA) will 
be hosting their fall conference with 
TESOL.  
 
“BEST OF PNCFL” AT ACTFL

The “Best of PNCFL” presenter at the 
ACTFL Annual Convention will be 
Helen Mulroney from Montana. Her 
session, entitled “Teaching English 
as a Second Language in a Paris ‘Hot 
Zone’” describes the challenges of a 
female American teacher of English 
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Bennington Col lege

Master of Arts
in Teaching a Second Language

designed for •
working teachers 

low residency •

become a •
better teacher

improve your •
language skils 

deepen your •
cultural

knowledge

learn within a •
close-knit cohort

Earn a MATSL degree in French or

Spanish through a unique summer

residency program at Bennington College

in Vermont. The program is designed for

working teachers who want to sharpen

their teaching skills and define the

future of the foreign language 

profession.

802.440.4710

matsl@bennington.edu

www.bennington.edu

Date: May 2007

Size: 4 x 5

State organizations may take advantage of 
Professional Assistance Workshops (PAWS), a program 

that connects them with a bank of talented speakers.
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in reaching immigrant students in a 
“marginalized,” public Parisian junior 
high (collège).

PAWS

Idaho and Washington are taking 
advantage of PNCFL’s Professional 
Assistance Workshops (PAWS) pro-
gram this year. PAWS connects state 
organizations with a bank of talented 
speakers who are willing to conduct 
presentations, and PNCFL provides a 
stipend to defray expenses.

WYOMING ARTICULATION 
PROJECT

Wyoming currently has a K-5 for-
eign language requirement. This year, 
they received a Foreign Language 
Assistance Program (FLAP) Grant to 

extend the program into the middle 
schools. A group of teachers is writ-
ing curriculum and articulating the K-
8 program. If even sparsely populated 
Wyoming implements an articulated 
K-8 (and eventually K-12) program, 
there is hope for all of us!

WILL

The third cohort of the Western 
Initiative for Language Leadership 
(WILL) began their program this 
summer. Grant funding allowed the 
program to expand to include par-
ticipants from the SWCOLT region as 
well as the Pacific Northwest. This is a 
tremendous opportunity for language 
educators to grow professionally, con-
duct action research, and enhance 
their leadership skills. In addition to 
helping retain strong teachers in the 

profession, many WILL participants 
become active leaders in their states 
and regions, including WILL gradu-
ates Kacey Larracoechea and Lynette 
Pottenger who serve on the PNCFL 
board as state representatives.

ACTFL Teacher of the Year

Kathryn (Katie) Beppler is PNCFL’s 
candidate for the ACTFL 2007 Teacher 
of the Year. She teaches French in 
Evanston, Wyoming. Colleagues de- 
scribe Katie as a curriculum innovator. 
In 1995, she redesigned the foreign 
language classes at Evanston to align 
with the ACTFL K-12 Proficiency 
Guidelines. Katie also creates oppor-
tunities for her students to learn and 
interact with the French language and 
culture. 
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WAFLT has been 
involved in the eff ort 
to establish the world 
language supervisor 
position ever since it 

was eliminated.

W

Legislative Action in Washington
By Marilyn Severson, Washington PNCFL Representative

Prior to retirement, 
Marilyn Severson 
was a professor of 
European studies 
specializing in French 
at Seattle Pacifi c 
University. Marilyn 
concludes her term 

as Washington’s representative on the 
PNCFL board this fall.

ashington world language 
teachers and learners, along 

with all those who feel that world 
language study is important, were 
excited last spring about a bill that 
passed in the Washington House of 
Representatives on March 8, 2007. 
House Bill 1517 would have estab-
lished a full-time world language 

supervisor in the Offi  ce 
of the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction (OSPI). 
Th e vote was yeas, 61; nays, 
35; absent, 0; excused, 2. 
Th is house bill also called 
for OSPI to allocate grants 
for pilot projects to enhance 
world language instruction 
in elementary and middle 
schools.

Th e Washington Association 
of Foreign Language 
Teachers (WAFLT) has 
been involved in the eff ort 
to establish the world lan-

guages supervisor position ever since 
it was eliminated about thirteen years 
ago. Th e WAFLT outreach committee, 
which includes Katy Armagast, Lynn 
Klausenburger, Karen Pauler, and 
Sue Webber, has worked diligently to 
provide arguments in support of this 
bill and raise public awareness of its 

importance. As the bill progressed 
through the various House commit-
tees, the outreach committee mem-
bers testifi ed at various public hear-
ings, along with WAFLT Executive 
Director and PNCFL Treasurer Lauren 
Kiolet and Michele Anciaux-Aoki 
of the Washington State Coalition 
for International Education. Th e tes-
timony of Klausenburger, Webber, 
and Anciaux-Aoki before the House 
Education committee on February 8, 
2007, was called “compelling” by the 
committee chair.  

However, the Senate committee on 
Early Learning and K-12 Education 
modifi ed the bill completely in an 
executive session on March 26 before 
passing it to the Ways & Means com-
mittee March 28. Th e committee’s 
amendment emphasized the need for 
Washington students to study world 
languages, but it deleted the posi-
tion of the world languages supervi-
sor and replaced the pilot programs 
of the House bill with a pilot program 
of articulated Spanish and Chinese 
language instruction in elementary 
schools. A selection of two school dis-
tricts would have been made through 
an application process.

Th e amendment “bogged down the 
bill,” according to an email from 
Senator Jeanne Kohl-Welles, and 
the bill died before the legislature 
adjourned on April 22. Senator Kohl-
Welles called the bill a good one and 
said that it would likely be part of the 
legislative agenda in 2008.
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In this Spanish 
NOELLA item, 

students click on the 
portion of the picture 
that corresponds to 

their answer.

A

Measuring Performance in Young Learners
By Linda Forrest, University of  Oregon

Linda Forrest works 
as the research direc-
tor for the Center 
for Applied Second 
Language Studies 
(CASLS), a National 

Foreign Language Resource Center at the 
University of Oregon. She has extensive 
experience conducting research on issues 
related to language and cognition.

re my students really learning 
the language? Can they use their 

language skills in new situations? How 
do my students compare to students 
in similar programs in other districts? 
Language teachers often ask themselves 
these questions, but fi nding answers 
can prove elusive. It’s easy enough to see 
how a student performs in your class-
room, but  how will she or he fare with-
out the supportive classroom environ-
ment?  A new language assessment will 
help teachers of grades three through 
six answer these questions.

What is NOELLA?
Th e National Online Early Language 
Learning Assessment (NOELLA) will 
be the fi rst aff ordable, universally 
accessible, and nationally norm-based 
assessment of profi ciency for early lan-
guage learners. Designed for children 
learning languages other than English 
in U.S. classrooms, NOELLA will pro-
vide schools throughout the country, 
regardless of their size or location, the 
means to measure the performance 
of young students accurately and reli-
ably. It will be available at signifi cantly 
less cost than existing assessments and 
will be tied to the national foreign lan-
guage standards and the ACTFL K-12 
Profi ciency Guidelines.

What skills are covered by NOELLA?
Th e complete test assesses reading, 

writing, speaking, and listening skills. 
Currently, the Center for Applied 
Second Language Studies (CASLS) is 
developing items for Chinese, French, 
Japanese, Korean, and Spanish ver-
sions.

What is NOELLA like?
NOELLA is a multimedia instrument 
delivered using the Internet. Reading 
and listening items are multiple choice; 
writing items ask the student to type 
in the target language, while speaking 
items give students simple tasks to do 
by speaking into a microphone. Schools 
can choose to do all four skills or only 
some of them.

Items in NOELLA are highly graphical, 
with cartoon characters and colorful 
backgrounds. All instructions are pre-
sented aurally, so no English literacy is 
needed to understand the task.

Who is designing NOELLA?
NOELLA is a joint project 
involving CASLS, the Wyoming 
Department of Education, the 
Center for Applied Linguistics in 
Washington, D.C., and six coop-
erating state departments of edu-
cation in Georgia, Kentucky, New 
Jersey, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, and Virginia.

Can my students take NOELLA 
now?
CASLS will be conducting ongo-
ing pilots tests of NOELLA during 
the 2007-2008 school year. Teachers 
throughout the U.S. can have their 
students participate in an appropriate 
pilot. Check the NOELLA homepage at 
http://noella.uoregon.edu to see what 
pilots are being conducted or email 
info@uoregon.edu.
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The following are among 
the findings published in 
Pennsylvania Partnerships for 
Children’s report, “Miles to Go”:

•  More rural children (18%) than 
urban children (15.5%) live in 
poverty.

•  A single parent heads 24% of 
all rural families.

•  One in twelve rural children is 
born to a mother under twenty.

•  One rural child in six is born 
to a mother who has less than a 
high school education.

•  Though fewer rural high 
school students drop out of 
school than the state average, 
only 18% of these dropouts plan 
to get a GED.

•  One rural infant in five is born 
to a mother who used tobacco 
during pregnancy.

•  There is one primary care doc-
tor for every 358 rural children.

•  There is one pediatrician for 
every 3,636 rural children.

•  There is one dentist for every 
584 rural children.

Miles to Go: The 
Findings

L

Rural Children, Real Challenges
By Cara Bafile, Education World

This article appeared online in 
Education World, a teacher’s resource 
guide to the Internet. Education World 
offers educators, parents, students, 
and administrators a place to find 
lesson plans and research materials. 
Visit them online at http://www.
educationworld.com.

awmakers and citizens often 
think that urban children 

need the most attention when it 
comes to issues of health and educa-
tion. But in Pennsylvania, officials 
of the Pennsylvania Partnerships for 
Children (PPC) hope to change that 
perception. Their report, “Miles to Go: 
The Well-being of Pennsylvania’s Rural 
Children,” found that life for rural chil-
dren can be every bit as challenging as 
for urban children.

“We began this effort with a goal of 
myth-busting – showing Pennsylvania 
lawmakers and citizens that there are 
children in need where people would 
least expect,” said Joan Benso of PPC.

Although the report was designed to 
surprise lawmakers and the public, it 
also startled its creators. “Frankly, we 
encountered a few surprises ourselves,” 
Benso told Education World. “The big-
gest surprise was the finding that the 
rate of rural childhood poverty actu-
ally exceeds [that of ] urban childhood 
poverty – that was a shocker.”

OVERCOMING INERTIA

Dr. P. Duff Rearick, superintendent 
of the Greencastle-Antrim School 
District in south-central Pennsylvania, 
would not be shocked by this finding 
from PPC. His district would benefit 
fiscally if its citizens could be per-
suaded to sign up for public assistance. 

They often refuse to declare their pov-
erty status, and Rearick believes the 
main causes are pride and a distrust 
of government that is prevalent in the 
rural district.

“In this rural community, people value 
education – to a point,” explained 
Rearick. “They value a high school 
diploma but not education after high 
school. Only 11% of our residents have 
college degrees, and in 1995, we sent 
only 39% of our kids on to education 
after high school. With a lot of work, 
we have raised that number to 67% in 
six years.

“A major hurdle for a rural district is 
overcoming the inertia present in a 
community,” Rearick continued. “Life 
here is good, I do not mind being poor, 
indeed I like the values, and my kids 
are going to do the same thing – this 
is a frequent direct and subtle message 
sent to children.”

A unique benefit of the school’s rural 
location, Rearick reports, is that the 
active church life of the residents pro-
motes strong families. When a student 
faces a problem or a parent confer-
ence is held, both parents typically 
attend. “We are the life for our kids 
and community,” explained Rearick. 
“The social fabric for kids and parents 
circles around the school and church. 
Rural schools are a throwback in this 
respect. On Friday night, we are liter-
ally the only game in town. There is a 
strong sense of community.”

Even with parental determination to 
be involved while their children are in 
school, “I think the primary challenge 
rural kids face is a lack of preparation 
for school,” Rearick told Education 
World. “We are working hard and 

Continued on page 12…
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WILL mentors Kristen Vigil 
and Fred Williams enjoy dinner 
during the WILL 2007 summer 

institute.

K
Teachers F      d a Way With WILL

risten Vigil teaches Spanish at 
East High School in Cheyenne, 

Wyoming. Kristen participated in 
WILL during 2005-07 and serves as a 
mentor to the 2007-09 WILL cohort.

As a WILL participant, you 
attended institutes focused on 
action research and leadership. 
How has this professional develop-
ment training aff ected your teach-
ing practice?
I have learned a lot about diff erent 
teaching techniques and activities to 
use in classrooms. I have also made 
many connections that I can turn to 
when I am having diffi  culties in my 
classroom.

What new experiences have you 
had in local or regional leadership 
as a result of your involvement with 
WILL?
I was able to participate in a foreign 
language discovery day in Cheyenne.

  I was also off ered the oppor-
tunity to present my action 

research project on student 
motivation at the state conference in 
Wyoming last year.

As a teacher in an isolated district, 
how can language teachers be best 
supported?
I believe that a sharing site like 
WILL-Net is a great tool for teachers 
in isolated districts as well as email 
interaction. 

[WILL-Net is a site designed for 
WILL participants to keep in touch 
through discussion boards and 
journal entries. Th ey can also share 
resources by uploading fi les and 
images.]

Based on your experience, what 
advice do you have for new teach-
ers located in rural areas?
I think it is very important to get out 

there and meet people and have those 
connections; that way, you don’t feel 
so alone and you have support.

their shoes at the door, as is customary in Japan. Sandy also 
regularly organizes trips for her students to Japan so that 
they can see and practice what they learn in the classroom. 
Students feel she is a compassionate teacher, patient in dealing 
with students who have diff erent learning styles and diffi  cul-
ties. Students also feel that Sandy also addresses their prob-
lems and concerns with thoughtful consideration. 

As a teacher of Spanish and Japanese at both the high school 
and postsecondary levels, Sandy is a bridge between various 
specializations and levels within the profession. She is ex-
tremely knowledgeable in current foreign language method-
ology and state requirements, and her colleagues have come 
to rely on her as an expert and as a mentor. Sandy worked 
to develop the Japanese Benchmark IV Oral Assessment in 
Oregon. She also served on the College Board’s Advanced 
Placement Japanese Language and Culture Task Force, a group 
of twelve secondary and postsecondary Japanese language 

teaching professionals who drafted the course description 
and exam specifi cations for the new AP Japanese Course and 
Examination. Sandy’s depth of understanding and unfaltering 
commitment to standards-based teaching, coupled with her 
understated though highly eff ective leadership style, contrib-
uted to the success of the group. With her signifi cant work on 
the initial development of the course and exam as well as her 
further contributions as a College Board-endorsed consultant, 
Sandy has already reached into every AP Japanese classroom 
worldwide.

Sandy Garcia has demonstrated great talents and made tre-
mendous amounts of contribution to the profession. She ranks 
among the most knowledgeable and skilled in the fi eld. At the 
local, state, and national levels, she is respected for her intel-
lect, work ethic, and no-nonsense approach to getting things 
done.

Outstanding Individuals
Continued from page 4…
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“Rural children deserve an 
equal shot at success, so 

lawmakers must remember 
the plight of rural children 

when developing policy 
solutions.”
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have some evidence of success in help-
ing parents of preschool children teach 
fundamental skills at home. Th e reality 
is that if a child has the basic skills, bar-
ring some issue, he or she is going to suc-
ceed. It seems that rural parents may not 
recognize their importance as part of the 
developmental puzzle.”

PRESCHOOL, PREVENTION, AND A 
PROMISE

Th e absence of adequate learning experi-
ences prior to school is of great concern 
to Benso and PPC.

“Rural children deserve an equal shot at 
success, so lawmakers must remember the 
plight of rural children when developing 
policy solutions,” she said. “Pennsylvania 
Partnerships for Children believes that a 
good start to the school years positions 
children for success through graduation 
and beyond.

“Pennsylvania is one of nine states that 
fail to invest in preschool, which has been 
proven to improve children’s school read-
iness and help them achieve in school and 

in life,” Benso pointed out. “An invest-
ment in quality preschool for at-risk chil-
dren, including all those rural children in 
poverty, will help them start school ready 
to learn and stay on track for success.”

Benso believes that eff ects of poverty, poor 
health, and detrimental family situations 
that appear to be common 
in rural communities land 
squarely in the classroom. 
She recommends that all 
states review the status of 
children in rural areas and 
take appropriate action to 
improve conditions.

“Th ey’ll probably be just 
as surprised as we were to 
fi nd the depth of need and 
adversity that rural chil-
dren endure,” Benso observed. “Proven, 
prevention-focused policies can make 
a diff erence by preparing children to 
live their lives as well educated, healthy, 
and productive citizens.... States should 
develop innovative approaches that 
address their unique circumstances and 
tear down the barriers to well being.”


