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Brenda Gaver,
PNCFL’s 2015

Teacher of the Year Candidate 
by Lauren Kiolet

Brenda Gaver is the PNCFL Teacher of the 
Year candidate for the ACTFL 2015 ToY 
cycle. Brenda is an asset to increasing 
the visibility of the importance of learning 
languages and cultures and is a wonderful 
spokesperson for our profession.

A Spanish teacher at East Valley High School 
in Spokane, Washington, Brenda has a long 
history of service to the world language pro-
fession, from her work in various roles on 
the WAFLT board to serving as her state’s 
representative to PNCFL.  She has led as 
president of both organizations more than 
once, as well as served in a variety of posi-
tions including conference chair.  

Brenda is directly involved with teacher leadership through mentoring.  
She was a participant and a mentor in the WILL (Western Initiative for 
Language Leadership) project through CASLS (Center for Applied Second 
Language Studies) and subsequently selected by team leader Greg Hop-
per-Moore to serve on the leadership team for the SILL (Southern Initia-
tive for Language Leadership) project. In Hopper-Moore’s words, these 
initiatives “created a cohort-based learning community for novice language

continued on p. 2



2                 Pacific Northwest Council for Languages 

The Pacific Northwest Council for Languages unites, serves, and supports all world  
language educators in Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Washington, and Wyoming.

 

PNCFL believes all students should be proficient in more than one language and the  
languages’ cultures. Learners’ ability to be proficient is directly impacted by the quality of 
education that they receive. As a result, PNCFL advocates for the value of world languages 
as a core curriculum and supports language policies that reflect this ideal. In order to foster 
professional growth among language educators, PNCFL connects them to one another and to 
those at the national level. Furthermore, PNCFL inspires world language educators to improve 
instruction for all students through professional development and leadership opportunities.

Our
Our

Mission

Vision

continued from p. 1 
 
teachers to help them improve classroom practice 
and instruction and provide them with training and 
opportunities to take on leadership roles in the world 
language organizations.” 

Brenda was an early adapter of technology for lan-
guage teaching. She was one of the on-screen Span-
ish teachers in Spokane’s Educational Service District 
101 STEPStar Network distance learning program. 
This program gave access to students in rural com-
munities in Eastern Washington.  She is used to being 
“on screen” and will be comfortable speaking to larger 
groups as well.  Brenda also participated during the 
pilot period for the STAMP assessment.

Brenda inspires her students, whether in the class-

room or through clubs and leadership programs.  She 
is in charge of the leadership class at EVHS and also 
coaches the cheer squad. She frequently travels with 
students to Spain, Costa Rica, Belize and other Span-
ish-speaking countries.

On a personal level, Brenda is an avid adventure 
seeker and experienced scuba diver. Her many ex-
periences have provided vicarious thrills for all her 
Facebook friends. She loves attending live musical 
performances and has met many of the music world’s 
top performers.

Brenda has attended ACTFL conferences and we are 
certain she is ready to take the next step and play 
a more active role nationally.  We will be proud to 
have Brenda Gaver represent our PNCFL region at the 
national level.  
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May 7-8, 2015
Beacon Hotel, Washington DC
PNCFL Rep: Leslie Boaz
In May, I had the honor to rep-
resent PNCFL at the JNCL-NCLIS 
Delegate Assembly and Legislative 
Day.  Meetings were held both at 
the Beacon Hotel and on Capitol 
Hill.  This past year had seen a lot 
of energized focus on building the 
voice of the Language Enterprise 
(language educators and language 
business)  With this focus has 
come an increase in membership, 
where it now tops over 100 mem-
ber organizations.  The messages 
that the Language Enterprise has 
been able to deliver in Washing-
ton DC has also started to show 
results.  Some funding has come 
back, initiatives are growing and 
gaining support and even com-
missions have been requested by 
Congress. 

During our meetings, we were 
updated on JNCL-NCLIS’ activities 
this past year.  Over 100 addi-
tional meetings have taken place 
with members of Congress since 
last year’s Delegate Assembly 
and Legislative Days.  This means 
that language interests are being 
brought to Congress throughout at 
the year and not just during two 
days.  The results have included 
the resumption of funding of Title 
VIII.  Grassroots efforts have con-
tinued with JNCL-NCLIS providing 
support to states in their bids to 
move forward to adopt Seals of 
Biliteracy.  Another effort has been 
to encourage leaders to become 

honorary council members for the 
“Lead with Languages” campaign.  
So far, Dan Young, Alaska State 
Representative, is the only leader 
from the PNCFL region who has 
signed on as a member.

In addition to the work on Capi-
tol Hill and at the local and state 
levels, the language world will 
now be the recipient of a national 
commission for the first time in 36 
years.  The United States Senate 
and Congress has requested that 
the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences research and deliver a 
report next year on why language 
matters to national interests, 
global security, economic growth, 
social justice and cognitive fulfill-
ment for citizens.  Meetings are 
expected to be held throughout 
the United States.  If there is a 
hearing in your area, invite busi-
ness leaders etc. to attend and 
speak to the benefits of languages 
to their industries.

One guest speaker we had was 
Mohamed Abdel-Kader, Deputy As-
sistant Secretary for International 
and Foreign Language Education. 
Mr. Abdel-Kader oversees Title VI 
and Fulbright Hays.  He spoke to 
the need of telling our stories of 
how languages shape our lives 
and impact what/where we go to 
help shape the change of our cul-
ture and society of monolingualism 
and monoculturalism.  The rea-
son is that life is more globalized 
than ever with 1 in 5 jobs now in 
international trade and growing.  

It can grow faster but we do not 
currently have language and cul-
tural competency and capacity to 
elicit growth .  One thing we can 
do in our classroom is share the 
message and help students see 
the time given to language study 
is part of a long term career path.  
This is needed to create security 
for jobs and also for our nation.  
We can also work on taking the 
message to our local and state 
leaders to help secure resources 
for programs p-21. Resources to 
create jobs to teach the skills to 
our students and give them a step 
to shorten the gap with interna-
tional students as well as mon-
ey to promote grants and keep 
programs.  Mr. Abdel-Kader can be 
followed on the following Twitter 
account: @goglobaled

After a morning of meetings we 
left the Hill to meet with our state 
delegations. I was able to meet 
both Senators Barrasso and Enzi,, 
as well as a staffer from Repre-
sentative Lummis’ office.  I left 
materials prepared by JNCL-NCLIS 
on language policy positions and 
efforts and discussed the need to 
re-fund and continue funding for 
foreign language initiatives.  All 
three were willing to look at the 
material and look into becoming 
honorary members of “Lead with 
Languages”.  They also empha-
sized the need of the Language 
Enterprise to increase their voice 
at the state level because true 
change starts local.  This is a great 
continued on p. 8 

JCNL-NCLIS Delegate Assembly and 
Legislative Day

By Leslie Boaz
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In Western Washington, there are 
two unique and innovative profes-
sional development opportunities, 
both funded by national STAR-
TALK funds.  The first program 
is a partnership between Seattle 
Public Schools and Pacific Luther-
an University to take candidates 
through the entire alternative 
route to teacher certification.  The 
second program is 
at the University of 
Washington and pro-
vides teacher training 
in best practices for 
both current teach-
ers as well as those 
interested in becom-
ing teachers.  Both 
programs involve 
student programs in 
addition to the teach-
er programs.

Here is an introduc-
tion to STARTALK, 
from their website:  
STARTALK is a  “com-
ponent programs of 
the National Security 
Language Initiative 
(NSLI) announced 
by former President 
Bush in January of 
2006. The initiative 
seeks to expand and 
improve the teaching 
and learning of strate-
gically important world 
languages that are not 
now widely taught in the 
US. Other programs under the 
NSLI umbrella include Title VI/
Fulbright Hays programs of the US 

Department of Education, The Na-
tional Security Education Program 
(NSEP) of the US Department of 
Defense, and study abroad and 
exchange programs of the US 
Department of State.  STARTALK’s 
mission is to increase the number 
of Americans learning, speaking, 
and teaching critical need foreign 
languages by offering students 

(K–16) and teachers of these 
languages creative and engag-
ing summer experiences that 

strive to exemplify best practices 
in language education and in 
language teacher development, 
forming an extensive community 
of practice that seeks continuous 
improvement in such criteria as 
outcomes-driven program de-
sign, standards-based curriculum 
planning, learner-centered ap-
proaches, excellence in selection 

and development of 
materials, and mean-
ingful assessment of 
outcomes.”

STARTALK profes-
sional development 
programs are guid-
ed by   the Teacher 
Effectiveness for 
Language Learning 
(TELL) Project, and 
through collaboration 
with TELL, they have 
developed  a frame-
work called the STAR-
TALK TELL Alignment 
(STELLA).   There are 
many excellent re-
sources for teachers 
of all languages, not 
just critical languag-
es, that are open 
and available on their 
website.  (See links 
below.)

The Seattle Public 
Schools program, be-
ginning its ninth cohort 
of teachers this year, is 

targeted for Chinese, Arabic, and 
Hindi teachers, with the addition 
of Korean in 2015.   Candidates 

STARTALK in Washington:  Two Models of  
Professional Development 

 
by Bridget Yaden

A 2nd grader and his Arabic teacher celebrating the end of the 
STARTALK program, Seattle Public Schools,  

Summer 2014
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must have demonstrated Advanced Low or higher 
proficiency in one of these languages and the equiv-
alent of a Bachelor’s degree in any subject.  Through 
alternative routes to certification, over two summers 
of coursework and a practicum during the school 
year, candidates can earn their teaching certificate 
and endorsement in World Languages.   During each 
summer, there are two cohorts - a new cohort (Begin-
ning), and a returning cohort (Emerging) -  participat-
ing in university coursework taught on-site in Seattle.

All candidates will have guided observations and 
teaching during a “lab school” with elementary school 
students each summer.  In the lab school, with 
certified teachers and university faculty as mentors, 
candidates work on planning, differentiation, and 
implementing WL expectations (such as 90% target 
language use, and using authentic materials).  Each 
cohort (Beginning and Emerging) will complete 3 
online modules prior to the first day of camp.  Cohort 
8 will view two language class samples and write a 
short reflection in a blog, and complete one mod-
ule on complexities of American education and the 
History of Education.  Cohort 7 will complete 3 online 
modules on mentoring and leadership, as they pre-
pare to mentor Cohort 8 in the lab school

The STARTALK Teacher Program, “Preparing Teachers 
for the 21st Century”, is for teachers who are current-
ly teaching Russian, Persian, Portuguese, or Korean 
in the community or who would like to work toward 
a P-12 World Language Endorsement in one of those 
languages.  The program is designed to teach them 
STARTALK best practices in language teaching and 
curriculum development, as well as the content 
knowledge needed to pass the Washington Educator 
Skills Test – Endorsement (WEST-E) for World Lan-
guages. A special focus on integrating STEM (Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering, Math) into language 
instruction will prepare teachers to work effectively 
with today’s students.

The corresponding summer program is The STAR-
TALK Student Program, “Russian in the Sky and in 
Outer Space”, is a four-week intensive language pro-
gram for high school Russian heritage students.  The 
program combines the history of the most import-
ant events of space exploration with that of aircraft 
design and the language of science and technology. A 
content-based component STEM (Science, Technolo-
gy, Engineering, and Mathematics) is woven into this 
program through a partnership with the Museum of 
Flight. Students’ various interests are further ad-
dressed by a range of projects above and beyond the 
STEM topics.
At the STARTALK spring conference in Denver (May 
8-9), there were many sessions on new resources.  
These resources are FREE and open to teachers of 
all languages, not just STARTALK languages.  Here is 
just a sample of the resources:

• Developing performance assessments:  Re-
sources, including a video and helpful handouts, on 
developing performance assessments in your ev-
ery-day teaching.  http://www.tellproject.org/startalk/
• TeacherFolio:  Resources for developing les-
son plans and observing classrooms.  https://startalk.
umd.edu/resources/teacherfolio/
• CLOCK: Classroom Language Observation 
Checklist Kit, from CAL. https://startalk.umd.edu/re-
sources/cal/

Other Links:
https://startalk.umd.edu/
https://startalk.umd.edu/STELLA/
https://startalk.umd.edu/conferences/2015/spring/
presentationsandhandouts

STARTALK Continued
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Un Week-end d’immersion à McCall:  
Excerpts 

by Genevieve Ysursa from Boise, Idaho

I attended an immersion week-end 
in McCall from May 8 to May 10 
with French teachers and profes-
sors from throughout Idaho, and 
once again it was a marvelous 
learning experience. The immer-
sion into speaking French began 
immediately as I met my colleague, 
Danyelle Davis, who teaches French 
at Sage International School in 
Boise. Both of us like to stick to 
the program, which means taking 
advantage of every opportunity to 
speak French. 
As Danyelle and I drove up to 
McCall, we talked about our school 
year: the ups and the downs, what 
worked well and what needs to be 
revised. Both of us have had quite 
a few construction and adminis-
trative changes at our respective 
schools: Sage and Bishop Kelly 
High School. 
We discussed methodology and fu-
ture workshops, as well as ways to 
implement the maximum amount 
of comprehensible input into the 
classroom. Both of us agree that 
maximizing the use of time in the 
classroom is of the essence when 

learning a second or third (etc.) 
language. Danyelle is hoping to 
be allotted more time with her 
students next year, and I just hope 
for more minutes a day during the 
busy high-school schedule at Bish-
op Kelly.
When we arrived in McCall at 
around 7:30 pm, a few teachers 
were already there to greet us. We 
chose our beds and made sure that 
there would be room for everyone. 
Then, we awaited the arrival of 
Anne Perriguey of IATLC [Idaho As-
sociation of Teachers of Language 
and Culture] who organized our 
week-end immersion excursion. 
When she arrived all the way from 
the University of Moscow with the 
groceries, we were ready to pre-
pare dinner: all the while speaking 
French, of course. 
Since we’re a group of French 
teachers getting together for the 
purpose of sharing pedagogical 
ideas, speaking in the target lan-
guage, and intermingling with 
colleagues who presumably share 
the same purpose, we planned a 
mostly French menu. So, the Friday 

night dinner con-
sisted of: brochette 
aux tomates, basi-
lique, et fromage, 
une omelette aux 
fines herbes, une 
salade composée 
de quinoa, des ba-
guettes et  fromag-
es variés, et du vin 
rouge.
Anne is actually 

French and the one true native 
speaker. Calling Anne articulate is 
an understatement; she can speak 
nonstop in flawless French and is 
well-read on every topic. Over the 
course of the week-end she near-
ly lost her voice. Understanding 
everything Anne is saying is quite 
a challenge because her vocabu-
lary is rich and she speaks at warp 
speed. Proudly, I only needed to ask 
for clarification a handful of times. 
The group on this particular week-
end in McCall included only 10 
people. This was the smallest group 
we’ve had since I’ve attended: 
small yet mighty impressive French 
speakers. I do wonder how they 
get so fluent in French living so 
remotely in Idaho and having only 
students with which to practice: it 
must be the internet. Just speaking 
with all of the various teachers with 
diverse experiences and vocabular-
ies is a wonder and a joy: so much 
to learn. I am constantly reminded 
of vocabulary words that I haven’t 
heard in a while (ludique—fun, 
grésiller—to sizzle, chair de poule--
goosebumps), and new words that 
I had yet to learn (pomme de pin—
pine cone, pissenlit--dandelion). 
[The next] morning, we headed off 
for a walk by the lake in Pondero-
sa Park. During most of the walk I 
spoke with Anne about the Holo-
caust and World War II in France. 
Various people joined in the dis-
cussion and we all had books and 
movies to recommend as well as 
places to visit in France.
Continued on next page 



Pacific Northwest Council for Languages      7

I am Rachel Martin from Spokane, Washington and I teach French at Cheney High School.  I am the 
current Vice-President for PNCFL.  I earned a B.A. in French and English at the University of British 
Columbia and an M.A. in French at the University of California, Santa Barbara.  I recently renewed 
my National Board Certification in French.  It has been a pleasure to serve on the WAFLT board 
for many years; first as a member-at-large, then as president.  Through my work on the board, I 
have enjoyed learning about the work that goes into such organizations.  As a result, I organized 
an assessment workshop for the teachers in my area and am currently working on a spring regional 
conference for the World Language teachers in Eastern Washington.

I feel strongly that American children need to learn languages from an 
early age.  We have made progress toward this recently in the Cheney 
School District by introducing a k-5 language experience program.  In 
6th grade our students have the opportunity for FLEX, pre-French and 
pre-Spanish in the 7th grade, and the choice of either French or Spanish 
for high school credit in the 8th grade.  It is vital that World Language 
be part of education because without the ability to communicate with 
people throughout the world, Americans will not be part of an increas-
ingly global community.

I look forward to working with World Language teachers in the region 
through PNCFL.  I appreciate the work the organization does to provide 
opportunities for teachers to attend conferences and support each other.

Get to Know Your Board

continued from p. 6 

After lunch, in the heart of the  
afternoon, we met around the 
dining room table to share ideas. 
Kristi handed out two projects 
that she had done in class this 
year and they both went over 
well. I think I will be able to in-
corporate both quite easily in my 
curriculum. One idea was to read 
Cyrano de Bergerac. After reading 
she watches the Cyrano movie 
with Gerard Depardieu and then 
the students memorize and act 
out specific scenes: she even has 
them dress the parts.
Kristi’s next idea was to do a fash-
ion show in which the students 
bring in crazy clothes, describe 
the clothing and present the stu-

dents walking down the runway 
to music and lights. I will incorpo-
rate this idea during my unit on 
French fashion icons. 
Anne encouraged us to do a 
year-end show in which the 
French students present a poem, 
a song, a skit, or anything they 
had learned in French in or even 
out of class. It is apparently quite 
an event at U of I. She too is very 
proud of what her students are 
able to produce after only one or 
two semesters of French.
I shared a simple idea to help 
review a short story, book, or 
film. Just write the alphabet on 
the white board and have stu-
dents think of a word related to 
the subject that starts with each 
of the letters. Students love to 

participate and it really gets then 
talking and commenting about 
what they remember. Of course 
they try to outdo each other with 
the vocabulary words they come 
up with: a simple activity but it 
effectively elicits conversation.
That evening we watched a docu-
mentary about a region in south-
east France, just below the Alps 
where farmers are barely able to 
hang on and make a living. 
 In the morning we had our pe-
tit-dejeuner à la française, cleaned 
up, distributed left-overs, and said 
our good-byes. We eagerly await 
our next week-end d’immersion 
where we will meet our col-
leagues, perfect our French, and 
exchange our successes. 
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continued from p. 3 
reminder for all of us to reach out to our leaders 
and let them become our advocates.
I look forward to continuing representing PNCFL at 
JNCL-NCLIS.  They do a lot of work for the language 
industry and I am thankful for the opportunity to 
help shape this work and hopefully make some posi-
tive policy changes for languages in America.  Check 
out their website at www.languagepolicy.org.  There 
is fantastic information on advocacy and what is 
happening to shape language initiatives.

Alaska (AFLA)
Sept. 18-20 in Anchorage

Idaho (IATLC)
Oct. 1-2 in Boise

Montana (MALT)
Oct. 15-16 in Billings

Oregon (COFLT)
Oct. 9-10 in Portland

Washington (WAFLT)
Oct. 9-10 in Wenatchee

Wyoming (WFLTA)
Oct. 8-10 in Cody

Fall Conference Dates and Locations


