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by Leslie Boaz

We are excited to announce last year’s winner for PNCFL, and candidate 
for ACTFL Teacher of the Year, Brandee Mau. She represented us at the 
ACTFL conference in San Antonio in 
November. Below is her biography:

“Growing up and teaching the past 16 
years in Wyoming, with wide open 
spaces and small towns, certainly 
has encouraged me to find creative 
ways to bring language learning to my 
students in both learner-centered in-
struction and technology use to bridge 
the distance between them and the 
outside world. With yearly averages 
of 190 students in German I-IV AP, I 
am always looking for ways to not only 
bring German-speaking cutures to my 
students, but to also set them on the right path to experiencing those cul-
tures first hand. As my career has progressed, I seek new ways to not only 
affect the language learning experience my students have in my classroom, 
but in language classrooms across my district, state, and region. I serve 
our profession in several capacities, from key contributions to the WL AP 
courses and exam changes, state and national standards and alignment, 
fostering and mentoring new language teachers, and giving presentations 
both locally and nationally. With anything I undertake, my desire is to pro-
vide equal access to the best, long and well-articulated language learning 
experiences for students and to change public perception of what it means 
to learn a language.”
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The Pacific Northwest Council for Languages unites, serves, and supports all world  
language educators in Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Washington, and Wyoming.

 

PNCFL believes all students should be proficient in more than one language and the  
languages’ cultures. Learners’ ability to be proficient is directly impacted by the quality of 
education that they receive. As a result, PNCFL advocates for the value of world languages 
as a core curriculum and supports language policies that reflect this ideal. In order to foster 
professional growth among language educators, PNCFL connects them to one another and to 
those at the national level. Furthermore, PNCFL inspires world language educators to improve 
instruction for all students through professional development and leadership opportunities.

Our
Our

Mission

Vision

As an Intern in Spanish at West 
Valley High School, I feel privi-
leged to have had the opportunity 
to teach a Spanish III lesson in 
an IVC distance delivery class 
that allows students from Eielson 
Air Force Base, North Pole High 
School, and Hutchison High School 
to join West Valley students to 
pursue their advanced interest in 
the Spanish language. I designed 
the lesson to use technology in a 
creative way to facilitate a com-
municative activity in Spanish 
practicing personal introductions. 
Students, using their school dis-

trict provided iPads, uploaded a 
worksheet I had designed into an 
App called Notability and using 
the sketch tool filled in a picture 
of themselves and six things they 
felt symbolized themselves. After 
modeling a presentation, I 
called on a few volunteers 
to then use the AirPlay 
function on their iPads to 
present themselves to the 
entire class, and then had 
students work in small 
groups to exchange infor-
mation about themselves. 
To incorporate students in 

distance delivery areas, students 
used an App called Zoom to con-
ference with West Valley students. 
It was wonderful to observe stu-
dents engaged and interacting in 
Spanish across distances.

Distance Delivery
by Rowan Beraza
Fairbanks, Alaska
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In May, I had the honor to rep-
resent PNCFL at the JNCL-NCLIS 
Delegate Assembly and Legislative 
Day.  Meetings were held both 
at the Embassy Row Hotel and 
on Capitol Hill.  This past year 
had brought a lot of growth and 
changes to JNCL-NCLIS.  They 
moved into new offices, revised 
their by-laws, and are preparing 
for board elections.  On top of 
these changes, JNCL-NCLIS wel-
comed close to 20 new members 
bringing membership from 73 in 
2013 to 92 member organizations 
in 2014, with membership com-
ing from all major sectors of the 
language industry.
 
During our meetings, we were 
updated on JNCL-NCLIS’s activi-
ties this past year.  They had the 
privilege of briefing House staffers 
on three different occasions.  The 
first briefing covered the topic 
“The Benefits of Foreign Language 
in K-12 Education.” The focus 
was on the importance of pro-
grams and the need to strengthen 
language education in order to 
provide qualified talent to Amer-
ican companies and the need for 
funding to accomplish this goal.  
The second presentation focused 
on “U.S. Global Competence: The 
Role of International and Foreign 
Language Education.”  Within this 
briefing focus was given to Title 
VI and Fulbright-Hays funding, as 
well as K-12 funding.  The most 
recent briefing was in April and 
the theme “The Educational and 
Economic Impact of Foreign Lan-

guage” highlighted the demands 
within the business sector and 
the need for economic competi-
tiveness.    JNCL-NCLIS has also 
worked closely with the Executive 
Branch over the past year.
 
The update of activities on behalf 
of the language industry segued 
into a presentation on the need for 
more grass roots advocacy at all 
levels of the language spectrum 
along with the business sector in 
all 50 states.  This is in part why 
members participate in Legislative 
Day.  Each member present was 
set up with meetings with their 
own state’s senate and represen-
tatives offices.  I was able to meet 
with staffers from Senators Barras-
so and Enzi’s offices, as well as a 
staffer from Representative Lum-
mis’ office.  I left materials pre-
pared by JNCL-NCLIS on language 
policy positions and efforts and 
discussed the need to re-fund and 
continue funding for foreign lan-
guage initiatives.  All three staffers 
were receptive to the ideas and 
goals presented as all three had 
study abroad experiences during 
college.
 
Along with our Capitol Hill meet-
ings and other delegate meetings, 
we honored Congressman Rush 
Holt with the Inaugural Rush Holt 
Award for Language Service to the 
Nation.  Representative Holt from 
New Jersey has been an advo-
cate and champion of language 
education on the Hill sponsoring 
bills and providing support for the 

language industry.  He is retir-
ing at the end of this session of 
Congress and his presence and 
strong position on languages will 
be missed.
 
Last but not least, JNCL-NCLIS 
has committed to being a major 
force for two language initiatives.  
The first is the “Languages for All” 
program.  It calls for all students 
to be exposed to language and 
culture in American schools and to 
also leave language programs with 
professionally useful language 
skills.  More information can be 
found at JNCL-NCLIS’s website: 
www.languagepolicy.org (search 
Languages for All).  The second 
initiative is GALA’s “Collaborative 
Research, Innovation, and Stan-
dards Program”.  It is a clearing 
house for information on industry 
standards, best practices and 
creating collaborative frameworks 
for experts and volunteers.  More 
information can be found at www.
gala-global.org/crisp-goals-over-
view.
 
I look forward to the next two 
years representing PNCFL at JN-
CL-NCLIS.  They do a lot of work 
for the language industry and I 
am thankful for the opportunity to 
help shape this work and hope-
fully make some positive policy 
changes for languages in Amer-
ica.  Check out their website at 
www.languagepolicy.org.  There is 
fantastic information on advocacy 
and what is happening to shape 
language initiatives.

JNCL-NCLIS Report
By Leslie Boaz
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Earlier this year, Alaska became 
the second state after Hawaii to 
recognize indigenous languages 
as official state languages.
The legislature passed a bill grant-
ing the designation to 20 Alaska 
Native languages. Gov. Sean 
Parnell is expected to sign the 
measure soon. Supporters hope it 
will help boost efforts to revitalize 
those languages, many of which 
have just a handful of native 
speakers left. One such effort took 
place in Juneau last week: A camp 
that’s using sport to keep the 
Tlingit language alive.

On the basketball court at the 
University of Alaska Southeast in 
Juneau, a dozen middle and high 
school students warm up for their 
first day of camp. As they stretch 
near half court, Jessica Chester 
counts to 10 in Tlingit: “Tléix’, 
déix, nás’k, daax’oon, keijín, 
tleidooshú, daxadooshú, nas’ga-
dooshú, gooshúk, jinkaat.”
Chester teaches Alaska Native 
languages for the Juneau School 
District. She’s been helping out 
with Sealaska Heritage Institute’s 
summer basketball camps since 
2006. She says all of the drills 
incorporate at least some Tlingit.
“You know, if they’re saying, ‘Go 
get a ball,’ I’m going to be behind 
the coach saying ‘kooch’eit’aa…” 
You know, go get a ball in Tlingit,” 
she says.
Chester’s originally from Yakutat, 
where she grew up hearing elders 
speak the language. She began 
studying it herself in college.
Languages carry the ideas, and 

the feelings, and the emotions 
and thoughts of a culture, of a 
people, and so bringing that back 
is real important to me,” she says.
Linguists say fewer than 150 
native Tlingit speakers are alive 
today. Some Alaska indigenous 
languages have no remaining 
native speakers. They exist only in 
written form or as recordings.
Sealaska Heritage Institute is 
dedicated to advancing the Tlingit, 
Haida and Tsimshian cultures of 
Southeast Alaska. President Rosita 
Worl says many Alaska Natives 
grew up ashamed of their lan-
guages and traditions.
“We’ve had a policy and history 
in this country to suppress Native 
languages and suppress Native 
culture,” Worl says.
About 15 years ago, the heritage 
institute decided to make lan-
guage preservation its top priority. 
Worl says the inspiration came 
after meeting with a group of Ha-
waiian language preservationists. 
That state officially recognized 
indigenous languages in 1978.
“We looked at their programs,” 
Worl says. “And I will tell you, 
our board of 
trustees started 
to cry, because 
they saw little 
children speak-
ing the Hawaiian 
language. And 
they said, ‘If the 
Hawaiians can 
do that, we can 
do that.'”
Now that Na-
tive languages 

are getting official recognition in 
Alaska, efforts like this camp are 
expected to grow.
Worl says she no longer worries 
about the Tlingit language becom-
ing extinct.
“It may be that it will never be 
spoken as a first language. But 
we have always said that you’ll be 
hearing the voices of our ances-
tors through our children,” she 
says.
Michelle Martin’s daughter and 
son are attending the camp for 
the third time. Martin’s from Hoo-
nah, where she picked up some 
of the language from her grand-
parents. She says her kids already 
speak it better than she does.
“I can understand phrases and I 
know what they’re saying,” Martin 
says. “And I try to learn, and I’m 
like, oh my gosh, I need to go 
back and learn some more.”
Most of the kids say they were ini-
tially hooked because of the bas-
ketball, but keep coming to learn 
their language. Jaime Kelley-Paul, 
16, says he’s not even that inter-
ested in sports. 
Continued on p. 8

Kooch’eit’aa: Teaching the Tlingit Language 
through Basketball

by Casey Kelly
Reprinted with permission from ktoo.org
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From the ACTFL Website:
Alexandria, VA — Given the 
centrality of languages and 
cultures in preparing our 
young people to engage with 
others around the world, 
the American Council on the 
Teaching of Foreign Languag-
es (ACTFL) has published a 
position statement on global 
competence. President Mary 
Lynn Redmond stated, “It is 
clearly difficult to talk about 
becoming globally competent 
without placing an emphasis 
on the ability to communi-
cate in other languages and 
to understand other cultural 
perspectives.” The position 
statement begins with the 
rationale for the unique role 
that language learning has in 
this process.
    “The ability to communicate with respect 
and cultural understanding in more than one 
language is an essential element of global com-
petence. This competence is developed and 
demonstrated by investigating the world,  

recognizing and weighing 
perspectives, acquiring 
and applying disciplinary 
and interdisciplinary 
knowledge, communi-
cating ideas, and taking 
action. Global compe-
tence is fundamental to 
the experience of learn-
ing languages whether 
in classrooms, through 
virtual connections, or 
via everyday experienc-
es. Language learning 
contributes an important 
means to communicate 
and interact in order to 
participate in multilingual 
communities at home and 
around the world. This 

interaction develops the disposi-
tion to explore the perspectives 

behind the products and practices of a culture 
and to value such intercultural experiences.”

View the entire position statement at:  
http://tinyurl.com/ACTFL-GCP

ACTFL Publishes Position Statement on 
Global Competence

Brenda Gaver and Bridget Yaden at the 
2014 ACTFL Conference

Teachers visiting the Alamo in San Antonio 
during the 2014 ACTFL Conference

Judy Tolbert, Lauren Kiolet, Laurel Derksen,  
Bridget Yaden, Brenda Gaver
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In Memoriam: Dr. Kevin Larsen 
by Leslie Boaz

Dr. Kevin Larsen, (1952-2014) the 
Chair of the Modern & Classical 
Languages Department and Profes-
sor of Spanish at the University of 
Wyoming, passed away on August 
25, 2014, following an unexpected 
recurrence of cancer.

 He was a distinguished scholar 
with a merited reputation that 
extended to countries beyond the 
United States.  Kevin’s academic 
record was stellar with seven pub-
lished books, over 78 articles, 45 
reviews and abstracts, three trans-
lations, and 77 papers presented 
or accepted for publication.  Both 
prior to and while serving as Chair 
of the Modern & Classical Languag-
es Department he helped foster 
collaboration between Wyoming’s 
high schools, community colleges, 
and the University of Wyoming 

while working on many statewide 
committees and taskforces.

Kevin Larsen grew up in Montana, 
graduated from BYU Suma Kum 
Laude with a BA in Comparative 
Literature and History (1976), and 
a M.A. in Comparative Literature 
(1978).  After receiving his Ph.D. in 
Romance Languages and Literature 
from Harvard (1983), Kevin was an 
Assistant Professor of Spanish at 
Brandeis University in Massachu-
setts.  Kevin and his family moved 
to Laramie, Wyoming, in 1989, 
where he worked as a Professor of 
Spanish and Religious Studies at 
the University of Wyoming.  He had 
recently taken on the position of 
department chair where his duties 
opened the door for him to be a 
valued member of the Wyoming 
Foreign Language Teachers’ Associ-

ation Executive Council. 

In addition to his passionate ded-
ication to his university teaching 
and students, Kevin also gave de-
cades of service as a Scout Master, 
guiding more than 50 young men 
to become Eagle Scouts, and as a 
leader in his church.

Dr. Larsen will be sorely missed by 
his wife Susan, his family, the many 
students and colleagues.  He will be 
missed for his humor, kindness, and 
the enduringly positive demeanor 
he brought to every day.  Kevin was 
a wonderful asset to the foreign 
language community of Wyoming.  
His guidance, advice, and lead-
ership will be missed within our 
language family.

Idaho Association of Teachers of Languages and 
Cultures (IATLC) 2014 Conference Summary

by Jamie Gilderhus

The state conference for world 
languages in Idaho took place on 
October 2nd and 3rd at Kuna High 
School in Kuna, Idaho. The Idaho 
Association of Teachers of Languag-
es and Cultures met and discussed 
what the focus should be on for the 
2014-2015 year, and it was decid-
ed that promoting communication 
in the classroom is of the upmost 
importance. Each language offered 

workshops on improving com-
munication among our students, 
incorporating technology into the 
classroom, and how to prepare 
our students to become thoughtful 
world citizens. Our keynote speak-
er, Blaine Ray, presented ways to 
promote communication in the 
target language and incorporating 
TPRS (Teaching Proficiency through 
Reading and Storytelling) in mean-

ingful ways. We also held a special 
reception to present the award for 
Idaho’s Teacher of the Year on the 
evening of October 2nd. Our 2014 
Teacher of the Year was Dr. Ben 
Earwicker from Northwest Nazarene 
University in Nampa, Idaho. If you 
are interested in attending next 
year, or if you’d like to know more 
about our 2014 conference, please 
visit iatlc.org for more information.
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The American Association of Teachers of German notified Jo Sanders that the Rilke Schule German 
Charter School of Arts and Sciences was designated a German Center of Excellence. The school is 
located in Anchorage, Alaska, and was honored during the Awards Presentation in November at the 
AATG Annual Meeting held in conjunction with the ACTFL Annual Convention and World Languages 
Expo in San Antonio, Texas.
In his letter notifying Ms. Sanders of the honor, AATG Executive Director Keith Cothrun wrote: “Most 
impressive is the school’s curriculum. There is a clear, articulated sequence of instructional program-
ming that is standards-based and reflects current methodologies. Outcomes at each instructional level 
are clearly articulated and diverse learning styles are respected through varied instructional and as-
sessment techniques. The materials used in the program are culturally authentic and interdisciplinary 
connections have been established.”
Rilke Schule Principal Dean Ball and Founder/Curriculum Director Jo Sanders were among those pres-
ent at the Awards Presentation. PNCFL congratulates the Rilke Schule German Charter School of Arts 
and Sciences for this distinction.

AATG Recognizes Rilke Schule
by Lauren Kiolet

Leslie Boaz stepped down as 
president of PNCFL in October 
of last year. She will still serve 
on the board as both past pres-
ident and as PNCFL Representa-
tive to JNCL-NCLIS.  In addition 
to these duties, Leslie has had 
the honor to represent Wyo-
ming (2010) and PNCFL (2011) 
as Teacher of the Year. She was 
also PNCFL regional finalist for 
ACTFL Teacher of the Year in 
2012.  Leslie has been teaching 
French and Spanish for 16 years 
and takes students to Europe 
every other year.  In addition 
to the regional positions, Leslie 
has also served as the Wyoming 
president, secretary and state 
representative to PNCFL. 

Craig Sheehy is the current 
president of PNCFL.  He has 
taught Spanish in Idaho since 
2003.  He has taught levels 
1-4 at the high school and has 
taught introductory courses at 
both Boise State University and 
the College of Western Idaho as 
an adjunct professor.  Craig has 
also traveled around the coun-
try for Blaine Ray Workshops 
instructing language teachers 
on using TPRS®. He served as 
president of the Idaho Associ-
ation of Teacher of Languages 
and Cultures (IATLC) prior to 
serving with PNCFL.

Amy Velasquez 
NBCT World Languages
24 years teaching Spanish, 
Hispanic Dance and Culture 
at Evanston Middle School in 
Evanston, Wyoming.  I am a 
proud mom of 2 beautiful girls 
and have been married for 24 
years to my high school sweet-
heart.  I am the Past President 
of the Wyoming Foreign Lan-
guage Teacher’s Association, 
the 2008 Wyoming World 
Language Teacher of the Year, 
2009 PNCFL Teacher of the 
Year and 2010 regional final-
ist for ACTFL Teacher of the 
Year.  I have served on many 
Statewide Task Forces to help 
develop middle school Spanish 
Curriculum based on folktales 
and travel.  I feel like I have the 
best job in the world where I 
can share my love of language 
and culture with my students.

Get to Know Your Board
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Continued from p. 4
Instead, he wants to build up the Alaska Native pride 
that was almost lost.
It’s my culture. I love it,” Kelley-Paul says. “It’s fun to 
learn about it. It’s important to keep our culture alive 
instead of just everyone being one type of person.”
Kelley-Paul says he can’t wait to teach his little broth-
er everything he learned about Tlingit language and 
culture.
*Editor’s note: A version of this story appeared on 
NPR’s “All Things Considered” on Friday August 8, 
2014.
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