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Letter from President
By Lynn Johnston

We are coming out of this as better teachers.

The shift to remote learning has changed me as a 
teacher. I can wholeheartedly say that the change has 
been, and will be, for the better.  

Although I frequently use various technologies in my 
classes, this period has forced me to work outside of the box and use 
technology that I had not previously used as a part of my classes. 
Here are some tools and practices I will continue to use even when 
fully back in school.

I will continue to use Zoom, or other video conferencing platforms 
for office hours, make up work and building relationships.  Before 
March 2020, I had used Zoom for WAFLT and PNCFL board meet-
ings, but had never launched or ran a Zoom call.  Now not only can I 
schedule, launch, and run a Zoom meeting, I can use the polling fea-
ture, assign break out rooms, incorporate reactions, use the white-
board feature, change my virtual background to enhance teaching, 
and use the chat to talk privately with kids or get whole groups to 
answer.  Each afternoon, I open the Zoom call for office hours from 
1:00-2:30.  This is a great time for kids to pop in and out and get help 
or just say hi. I will continue to provide Zoom office hours even when 
fully back in school.   

My district uses Canvas as our learning management system and I 
love it! Before the quarantine, I used Canvas mainly to deliver miss-
ing assignments.  Now all assignments are delivered and graded in 
Canvas.  I experienced a steep learning curve in September, but now 
I realize this is a much better system and that helps with organiza-
tion.    

I have also learned how to create video instructions using Loom or 
Screencastify.  I love that kids can replay and work in their own pace.  
Now that I have the skills, I can use them in the classroom for stu-
dents who need directions repeated, clarified, or were absent. 

L  ingo



2                 Pacific Northwest Council for Languages 

The Pacific Northwest Council for Languages unites, serves, and supports all world  
language educators in Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Washington, and Wyoming.

 

PNCFL believes all students should be proficient in more than one language and the  
languages’ cultures. Learners’ ability to be proficient is directly impacted by the quality 
of education that they receive. As a result, PNCFL advocates for the value of world lan-
guages as a core curriculum and supports language policies that reflect this ideal. In order 
to foster professional growth among language educators, PNCFL connects them to one 
another and to those at the national level. Furthermore, PNCFL inspires world language 
educators to improve instruction for all students through professional development and 
leadership opportunities.

OurOur
OurOur

MissionMission

VisionVision

I was familiar with Peardeck for interactive pre-
sentations before the quarantine but had not 
made one or used one in class.  I think this is a fan-
tastic tool to keep students involved in presen-
tations remotely or in the classroom through six 
different options like drawing, dragging answers, 
writing text, selecting from multiple choice, using 
numbers, or interacting with a website

Do we love Kami or what? You can turn any doc-
ument into an interactive learning experience. 
Students can write, draw, and annotate a PDF.  No 
more standing in line to make copies at the copy 
machine when we get back to school.

An oldie but goodie I incorporate more of now is 
Edpuzzle.  With Edpuzzle, I can embed multiple 
choice or open ended questions into videos.  I 
can add notes, record my voice, and build in addi-
tional scaffolding to support language learners as 
they view the video. 

This shift to distance learning has highlighted the 
importance of the teacher-student relationship. 
I will never again take for granted the student 
showing up for class early to tell me about their 

weekend or the student sitting in the back of the 
room trying to stay under the radar because they 
are having a bad day. These relationships are the 
foundation of the classroom and just so chal-
lenging in the remote world. 

So I send more emails, I stay behind in the Zoom 
room to see if anyone lingers with a question af-
ter class, I push harder for students to visit during 
office hours, and I reach out to students’ parents, 
advisors, and administrators more to make sure 
their academic, social, and WiFi connections are 
moving forward. It has been more important 
than ever to understand students’ academic and 
home lives without judgement, and I hope I car-
ry that same degree of understanding once I am 
back in my classroom.

Equally important as the relationships with stu-
dents are the relationships with colleagues. As 
colleagues, we are collaborating more than ever 
in this remote world. We are relying on one an-
other and working together so that all of our stu-
dents are able to succeed.

In the long run, on the other side of this, we are 
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coming out of this as better teachers.  We have 
more empathy for life outside of school, and we 
have more trust in our students and what they’re 
capable of. We have learned that the most im-
portant things are still possible with distance 
learning: reading, writing, discussion, choice, cre-
ativity, and relationships.

COFLT Honors 
Sandy Garcia

On March 7, 2020, the Confederation in Oregon for 
Language Teaching honored Sandy Garcia with its 
highest honor, the Lifetime Contribution to the Pro-
fession award, at the 2020 COFLT Spring Workshops.  
March 7th also marks the date that Oregon lost a 
passionate language teacher and vocal advocate for 
language learning and cultural exchange, as Sandy 
passed away peacefully at home after a years-long 
battle with cancer.  

Sandy was a language 
teacher since 1987, 
and particated.  Her 
immense contribu-
tions to the language 
classroom and teach-
ing profession are 
hard to capture in a 
few sentences.  An ab-
breviated curriculum 
vitae and the memo-
ries of Sandy’s friends 
and colleagues offer 
insight into the depth 
and breadth of San-
dy’s impact on the 
language teaching 
community.

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

1987 - 2020 Japanese, Spanish, and Foreign Lan-
guage Methods Instructor, Pacific University, Forest 
Grove, Oregon
1989 - 2011 Japanese Teacher for Forest Grove 
School District
1990 - 1992 Japanese Instructor, Clark Community 
College
1987 - 1988 Spanish Graduate Assistant, Portland 
State University
1982 - 1986 Spanish, computer science, math, 
earth science teacher, Christian Academy, Tokyo, Ja-
pan
1983 - 1984 English Instructor, Yotsuya High 
School, Tokyo, Japan 
1980  Student Teacher: Spanish & chemistry, 
Hillsboro Union High School 

EDUCATION

1982  BA, Spanish Oregon State University
  BS, Science Education
1980 - 1982 Nichi-bei Kaiwa Language School
1980 - 1981 Exchange student: Waseda University, 
Tokyo, Japan
1979  Exchange student: University de Gua-
dalajara, Guadalajara, Jalisco, México
1975  Forest Grove High School, Oregon 
Scholar, Top Ten
1973 - 1974 Exchange student: Preparatoria Be-
navente, Tehuacán, Puebla, México

PROFESSIONAL LEADERSHIP

2007 - 2020  American Council on the Teaching of 
Foreign Language (ACTFL)
Board Member 2017-2019
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2007 - 2020 Pacific Northwest Council for Lan-
guages (PNCFL)
1988 - 2020 Confederation in Oregon for Language 
Teaching (COFLT)
President, treasurer, membership chair, post-sec-
ondary representative, 9-12 representative, ATJO rep-
resentative, PNCFL representative
1988 - 2020 Association of Teacher of Japanese in 
Oregon (ATJO)
  President, Treasurer, Board member
1988 - 2020  National Council of Japanese Language 
Teachers (NCJLT)
  Treasurer, Vice President
1992 - 2020 Forest Grove -  Sister City 
  President, board member
1990 - 2020 Benkyoukai study group for Japanese 
teacher
1988 - 2020 Kappa Delta Pi educational organiza-
tion

AWARDS

2020   COFLT Lifetime Contribution to the 
Profession
2009   ACTFL Finalist, Teacher of the Year 
2008   PNCFL Teacher of the Year
2007   Elgin Heinz Outstanding Teacher 
Award
2007  COFLT Contribution to the Profession
2007  ATJO Teacher of the Year

Some of Sandy’s friends and colleagues remember her:  

Yoko H. Sakurauchi, ATJO 
president, instructor of Japanese, 

Pacific U, Portland State Univ

I still remember the day I met her in 
2008 when I started to teach at Pa-
cific University. She stopped by my cubicle and spoke 
to me in a very friendly way. We hit it off immediately 
and talked for over 30 minutes. She has been inspir-
ing me as a language teacher with passion since then. 
It is hard to accept her death for everyone, but I be-
lieve she really would want us to move forward and 
pursue our missions of helping language education 

thrive. Please check the memorial messages from 
the members in this newsletter. I hope she feels hon-
ored to have received the Recognition Award from 
ATJO. Rest in peace, Sandy sensei!

Mikako West , Japanese teacher, 
International School of Beaverton

“Sandy and I have known each other for over 41 years. 
When she was studying at Waseda University I intro-
duced her to a Japanese conversation partner who 
was my best friend. Sandy kept in touch with my 
friend for many years. The three of us met several 
years ago in my hometown and talked about how 
fast time has gone by. This summer in Au- gust our 
friend and her family visited and we made a special 
trip to visit Sandy in Forest Grove. I remember that 
Sandy loved Unagi and we often ate Unagi together 
when we met.
I still remember I ran into her in Harajuku during our 
summer vacation 15 years ago. Sandy was there with 
her Japanese students. What are the chances we 
would meet in a city of millions?
Sandy was very passionate about teaching and never 
gave up on what she was determined to do. She was 
always very di- rect with her words. She was a good 
friend, and I’m truly going to miss her!”

Ali Moeller,  ACTFL & University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Fondly remembering the long talk we had at the bar/ 
restaurant at the airport when you were first elected 
to the Board. You had strong ideas, a passion for Jap-
anese language and culture, and a commit- ment to 
make your term on the Board count. Loved your spir-
it, your smile when you were amused, your probing 
questions, your kindness when someone needed a 
hug, or support. I loved working with you, Sandy, and 
so much appreciated your occasional Facebook mes-
sage wishing good cheer and encouragement. You 
have fought the long battle with grace and tough-
ness and now can rest in peace among the angels--
will so miss you my friend!

Christopher T. Keaveney,  Rikkyo University

It was my great honor to serve on the board of ATJO 
with Sandy, and I always enjoyed catching up with her 
at the Toyama Cup Speech Con- test, JET interviews, 
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etc. each year. She was the consummate professional 
and was as committed to Japanese language educa-
tion as anyone that I know. Anyone who teaches Jap-
anese in Oregon is beholden to Sandy’s strong advo-
cacy of Japanese language education in the state. She 
will be missed.

Bridget Yaden, Pacific Lutheran 
University, PNCFL, ACTFL

Sandy was a force for language advocacy - supporting 
ALL languages at all levels - in the PNW through PNC-
FL and nationally through ACTFL. I appreciated her 
passion, her leadership, and her organizational abil-
ities to advocate for multilingual and multicul- tural 
citizens. My thoughts and prayers are with her family.

Scott Goodman, COFLT past president

When I became a board member of COFLT, Sandy 
Garcia served as an invaluable wealth of knowledge 
and boy howdy did she seem to know every person 
that had ever taught a world language before.  I was 
constantly amazed with how connected Sandy was 
to the Oregon, regional, and national world language 
teaching community, from students to national di-
rectors alike.  The reason Sandy was so well connect-
ed is because she deeply and genuinely cared about 
the language and, more importantly, the people 
learning the language.  Sandy introduced me to so 
many passionate teachers, many of which she helped 
to inspire herself.  I will forever be grateful for the 
community of wonderful teachers that she helped to 
cultivate and for helping me to become a part of it.

Nancy Christoph, professor of 
Spanish, Pacific University

Sandy was an energizer bunny.  She worked tireless-
ly for her students, teaching her classes with great 
enthusiasm and expertise while also dedicatedly 
serving her colleagues in language teaching in Ore-
gon through her longtime commitment to COFLT.  
When I met her almost 25 years ago at Pacific, I just 
assumed she was a professor in the then School of 
Education because she taught Pacific’s Foreign Lan-
guage Acquisition course.  Very soon afterwards, I 
learned that she also taught Spanish at Pacific, so I 

happily bonded with her in the Spanish program of 
the Dept of World Languages.  We talked about her 
living in Mexico and she taught me a variety of lan-
guage teaching strategies, including TPR Storytelling.  
It wasn’t until a few years later that I learned that her 
real passion in life was teaching Japanese. What an 
amazing linguistic she was!
Not surprisingly, since Sandy and I both love to talk, 
we ended up talking a bunch over the years—often 
about upcoming travels to foreign lands. Now that 
Sandy has traveled on to a new kind of foreign land, 
we all will miss her.  However, she lives on in her stu-
dents, colleagues, family and friends. To finish, I won’t 
say “May you rest in peace, Sandy” because that’s not 
the Sandy I knew.  I prefer “Buen viaje, Sandy” because 
I’m guessing that, like the energizer bunny she’s al-
ways been, she’s still going, going, going-- just in a 
different way.  So, buen viaje, mi amiga.  Te extrañaré. 
Abrazos de Nancy.     

Maria Lavelle, Mandarin Chinese 
teacher, Longview School District

Garcia sensei was my Methods professor at Pacific 
University. She was so knowledgeable and passion-
ate about teaching world languages that we always 
ended up staying late after class talking about lan-
guage acquisition. Sensei introduced me to COFLT 
and Comprehensible Input. Both later became a big 
part of my professional career. Since we both were 
trilingual and lived some time in Asia we had a lot in 
common. Even after graduation and getting a job in 
Washington, I would never miss a change to drive to 
Forest Grove to see her. We would talk for hours over 
a coffee and the time would go by so fast we would 
hate to go back home. 
Even during her long battle with cancer, Sensei never 
stopped traveling domestically and internationally. 
She was always so positive and energetic that made 
me feel she would for sure beat cancer. 
When I learned that Sensei passed I was so heartbro-
ken. She was my mentor from the time I was a teach-
er candidate through my first 2 years of teaching. Ev-
erytime I had a question or felt lost I would write to 
her and she would always say something inspiration-
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al to me to keep me going. She helped me so much 
to survive though my first year of teaching and I can’t 
thank her enough for that. I am forever grateful for 
having her in my life. 

Yasutaka Maruki, professor of 
Japanese, Pacific University

I was so honored to be able to work with Garcia sen-
sei for many years at Pacific University. I have always 
respected and will continue to respect her knowl-
edge, experience, and passion for education. One of 
the most memorable moments that I have is writ-
ing a course proposal of her travel course, “Recycling 
in Nyuzen and Forest Grove” together. Garcia sensei 
brought an idea of creating a new course that the 
students learn recycling systems of both Nyuzen 
and Forest Grove and then present their findings in 
both cities. At that time, I was hoping to create more 
content based Japanese language courses, and we 
spent hours -- and days -- creating the course pro-
posal, which was then approved by the school. I will 
remember this course as one of her many legacies. 
Thank you so much, Garcia sensei. 

Jann Purdy, professor of French, Pacific University

Sandy’s office was just a short distance from mine, 
and I’ll always remember the way she would stop by, 
standing just outside the threshold—sometimes 
just to say hello, sometimes to discuss what needed 
to be fixed on our floor, sometimes to talk about a 
departmental policy or a language pedagogical issue 
that was on her mind. In each instance, Sandy spoke 
from a straightforward and practical stance; I appre-
ciated her “let’s get it done” attitude. She also left 
kind notes and pieces of chocolate or Japanese can-
dy as a way to say thank you for even the smallest of 
gestures. We will miss her.

Join us for PNCFL’s 
First EVER Virtual 

Conference!

Stronger Together

For the first time in 20 years, PNCFL is holding a re-
gional conference! While we would love to be togeth-
er in person, travel restrictions and other Coronavi-
rus related issues necessitate a virtual experience 
like no other, and you won’t want to miss it! We will 
have synchronous and asynchronous components 
as well as engaging activities and prizes.

Featured speakers include:

PNCFL’s 2020 ACTFL TOY Finalist Carla 
Swick of Palmer, Alaska

&
Three past ACTFL presidents of the PNCFL Region: Bridget 
Yaden (WA), Barb Modloch (WA), and Ann Tollefson (WY)

Submit a session proposal and share your experi-
ence, knowledge, ideas (and challenges!) with your 
PNCFL colleagues. Session proposals will be accepted 
through January 30th, 2021.

Enticing reasons to participate:
• You won’t need a substitute!
• No travel required!
• Registration is FREE for PNCFL members! You are a PNCFL 
member IF you belong to your state World Language organi-
zation.
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Call for Chapter 
Proposals 

Enhancing Beginner-Level Foreign 
Language Education for Adult Learners: 
Language Instruction, Intercultural 
Competence, Technology, and Assessment

Editor: Ekaterina Nemtchinova 

Successful elementary level language courses are 
crucial for a foreign language program as they can 
lay a foundation for further language and culture 
study, instill the love for language, and populate up-
per-level courses with students. One way to ensure 
that the pursuit of the language continues beyond 
the first year is to sustain learner’s interest, confi-
dence, and motivation from the start by supporting 
language instruction with engaging activities and 
contextualized practice. This edited volume aims 
to facilitate teaching language at the beginning lev-
el by presenting empirical studies that investigate 
various aspects of second or foreign language in-
struction to adults at the novice level. Rather than 
focusing on a single language, the articles in the col-
lection deal with many different foreign languages 
taught in colleges and universities. The book will ap-
peal to academic audiences such as post-graduate 
students, scholars, and researchers interested in 
issues related to instructed second language acqui-
sition, exploration of knowledge and practice, the 
process of learning, and language pedagogy.  

The chapters in this volume will: 
• focus on adult learners in a formal classroom setting (e.g. 
college or university classes)
• present empirical research studies that address facilita-
tion of linguistic, communicative, and cultural competence 

in the framework of reading, writing, speaking, and listening 
skills
• discuss empirical research findings and their implications 
for classroom teaching
• draw on research findings to offer practical teaching sug-
gestions that would work in any adult beginner-level lan-
guage classroom. 
• provide a balance between second language teaching re-

search and practice

The book will consist of the following sections:  
1. Teaching language competence
2. Teaching intercultural competence
3. Teaching with technology
4. Assessment and evaluation  
At this point we are inviting chapter proposals for 
a possible inclusion into the volume. Your Chapter 
Proposal should include

• Book section to which your article is being submitted 
• Chapter title
• Author name(s) and affiliation(s)
• 500-word overview of the article (not including references)
• A sample of relevant references
• 100-word biography for each author

Chapter proposals should be submitted electroni-
cally (Word document, APA style guidelines) to Ekat-
erina Nemtchinova at katya@spu.edu by December 
20, 2020. 
All submitted proposals will undergo a blind review 
process. Potential chapter authors will be invited 
to submit full articles (up to 6,000 words) and will 
be sent guidelines for preparing articles along with 
submission deadlines. Articles should be original 
work and should not be submitted for publication 
elsewhere. 
This volume has been discussed with Routledge, 
which expressed an interest in the project. 
If interested, please contact Ekaterina Nemtchino-
va at katya@spu.edu to discuss details of your sub-
mission.



Pacific Northwest Council for Languages      3

Interview with a Teacher 
of the Year (TOY)

with Lynn Johnston

Tell us about your teaching journey.

I was born to be a teacher.  I annoyed all the oth-
er kids in the neighborhood by constantly want-
ing to play school. I was always the teacher and 
would make my own worksheets for them.

I have been teaching middle school for over 37 
years.  I started my teaching career on the island 
of Guam where I taught English and reading for 7 
years.  I then moved back to Seattle and began 
teaching French and Spanish at Alderwood Mid-
dle school and I have been there for over 30 years 
now.

What was the hardest thing about being 
the PNCFL Teacher of the Year?

Being the Regional TOY Finalist is a lot of work.  
First, you have to put together a portfolio with 
several items, around 30 pages. This includes; a 
nomination letter, 3 Letters of Recommendation, 
Curriculum Vitae, 500-word personal statement 
on the value of learning languages and developing 
cultural competence for all learners, documen-
tation of professional involvement, reflection on 
the professional involvement documentation, 
2 examples of student work, reflection on both 
student work samples, and responses to several 
questions.  National finalists also need to submit 
a 20 minute unedited video of themselves teach-
ing and interacting with students. 

In addition to the portfolio and the video, final-
ists are interviewed on pertinent topics, like cul-
ture in the classroom, professional involvement, 
and the value of language learning. As part of this 
interview, national finalists must offer the first 
five minutes of a presentation on an issue of cur-
rent interest in national foreign language policy. 
That was the hardest part for me, writing that 
speech, rewriting that speech, memorizing it, re-
writing it again, it drove me crazy, I was obsessed 

for months over that speech.  The day of the in-
terview in Washington DC, I was pacing back and 
forth in my hotel room for hours trying to make 
sure I had it perfect. 

What was most joyful?

Hanging out with the other TOYS was the best 
part.  After the interviews, we had lunch together 
and talked about our legacy as this year’s TOYS.  
We then went to the stage to practice accepting 
the award and to videotape our introductions.  
That was the best part.  It was fun goofing around 
on the stage and bonding with the other nation-
al finalists, and we had a photo shoot with our 
awards.  The TOY reception that evening was also 
one of the highlights for me, and something I get 
to attend every year now.   I was able to meet so 
many of my teacher heroes, past TOYS, and world 
language royalty. 

What did you learn?

Because of this process, I really started to exam-
ine the quality of the tasks I give to my students.  
When trying to find two different work samples, 
you really start to analyze exactly what you are 
asking students to do with the language, includ-
ing and the prompts and supports you are pro-
viding for them.

Most importantly, I learned that there are many 
excellent, highly motivated world language 
teachers in this country. I made a lot of new 
friends, colleagues, and connections.

What is next for you?

I am still teaching French and Spanish at Alder-
wood middle school.   I am currently serving as 
President of PNCFL. We are working on our first 
regional conference.  I will continue supporting 
and representing our region and offering profes-
sional development opportunities.  I really enjoy 
writing and blogging.   Check out my blog at lynn-
johnston.com
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State of the States
Washington Representative: Alissa Farias

What is one thing you want 
your colleagues in other states 
to know about your state? 

YES, we have a lot of apples, trees and 
coffee! But we also have a lot of glaciers, 
floating bridges and house boats! And 
the number one tourist attraction is 
not Mount Rainier or the Space Needle. 
It is the ferry system! The WA State Ferry 
System is the largest in the US and the 
state’s number one tourist attraction. 

What are the priorities of your state organization?

• World Language Advocacy
• World Language Competency Testing
• Membership
• Professional Development (currently virtual webinars/next 
conference)

What is your greatest challenge?

We are all volunteer. We juggle the work we do for our state 
along with day jobs, families, life and so on. No one is paid. 

What has brought you joy recently?

We had an amazing fall virtual conference with more attend-
ees than we thought we would! It was great to feel the spirit of 
so many to want to learn and grow together. It reminds us of 
when we are at the in person conference and we hear “It feels 
like home. Like family!” from members. 

Montana Representative: 
Kristen Wolf

What is one thing you want 
your colleagues in other states 
to know about your state? 

Our state has some of the most gor-
geous landscapes and creative and 
encouraging teachers.

What are the priorities of your state organization?

We hope to bring in more teachers who haven’t had access to 
training due to budgetary constraints in their district.  We want 
teachers to know they are not alone, and they are supported!

What is your greatest challenge?

My greatest challenge is to have clear boundaries. 

What has brought you joy recently?

Hiking with my family this weekend was amazing.  I was im-
pressed when my kids (ages 13 & 9) hiked 17 miles in less than 27 
hours. 

Oregon Representative: Inés Warnock

What is one thing you want 
your colleagues in other states 
to know about your state? 

16% of the population of Oregon speak 
another language other than English. 
Oregon is one of only eight states in 
the nation with an English language 
learner (ELL) population among its 
public school students that numbers 
more than 10 percent.

What are the priorities of your state organization? 

To promote cooperation among colleagues and to promote sec-
ond language learning in Oregon.

What is your greatest challenge?

To preserve and expand state funding for second language 
learning, especially in lesser taught languages.

What has brought you joy recently?

Being able to spend more time with my family.

Wyoming Representative: Dustin Lee

What is one thing you want your colleagues 
in other states to know about your state? 

Wyoming’s world languages teachers are work-
ing hard to advocate for language learning pro-
grams across our state. With changes to state 
scholarships and major budget crunches, we 
are experiencing and anticipating a number of 
challenges over the next few years.  We are working together 
to overcome these challenges and maintain and grow our pro-
grams. The University of Wyoming is working to transfer their 
World Languages Day event in March to a virtual platform.  We 
look forward to getting teachers and students around the state 
together to celebrate language learning and participate in com-
petitions.

What are the priorities of your state organization?

WFLTA’s priorities include establishing a state-wide Seal of Bilit-
eracy.  We’ve been working toward this goal for a couple of years, 
and hope that everything will be in place soon.  Our organization 
will be looking over our mission, vision, and bylaws in the com-
ing months to ensure that they reflect our current priorities.

What is your greatest challenge?

WFLTA’s greatest challenge in the last few years has been getting 
new members to join our organization and participate in our 
activities and professional development.  Hopefully the virtual 
opportunities offered this year will help teachers who haven’t 
worked with us before find our resources and join our organi-
zation.

What has brought you joy recently?
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The biggest joy in my educational life is being able to reconnect 
with my students in person this past fall.  As with most of the 
nation our school went to online school last March through the 
remainder of the school year due to the pandemic.  Although 
now it is certainly different, I am so thankful that I have the op-
portunity to interact in person with my students.  I enjoy the 
personal interaction with my students, and I want to be there 
when they need me and when I need them.  This is so hard to 
do virtually.  For those teachers who are still teaching virtually 
I sincerely hope you get to be back in the classroom with your 
students soon.  It is certainly something we all need as teachers.

Idaho - Danyelle Davis
Hello from Idaho! 

Danyelle Quincy Davis here, President of IATLC with a short an-
nual update for our state. 

It’s an exciting time to be a Language Teacher in Idaho! 

March 2020, the Idaho Legislature approved the Seal of Bilitera-
cy! Huge gratitude to Representative Jerald Raymond and Sen-
ator Steven Thayn for sponsoring the legislation and to the local 
administrators and teachers who brought the Seal of Biliteracy 
to their attention in the first place. The bill made its way through 
the legislature in just a few short weeks and was signed by Gov-
ernor Little the week that COVID brought everything to a stand-
still. Really incredible timing!

October 2020, ACTFL President - Bridget Yaden keynoted the 
IATLC fall conference. She spoke to us about Next Steps for the 
Seal of Biliteracy, now that we have it. Her clear and inspiring 
guidance was heard by teachers and administrators at all lev-
els across the state. I’ve included the link here for further view-
ing: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cgIKxeWB9F4&fea-
ture=youtu.be

December 2020, the Idaho Task Force for the Seal of Biliteracy 
met for the first time. IATLC is working closely with the State 
Department of Education (and Rebecca Martin) to shape guid-
ance for implementing the Seal and professional development 
around the Seal. 

2021 will see the founding of Idaho chapters for the AATF (Ameri-
can Association of Teachers of French) and NNELL (National Net-
work for Early Language Learning). For more information about 
these contact me at danyelle.davis@sageinternationalschool.
org.

Happy 2021!

Danyelle Quincy Davis

Longview Students 
Win Awards
By Maria Bodrova Lavelle

Three students from Longview School District received the 
awards and prizes after participating in the statewide Why Learn 
Chinese completion. Jaylene Fuchs-Dickerson, a sophomore 
from R.A.Long High School got 2nd place in the essay category 
and received an award with a $80 check. Here is what she said 
when she received the news:

“My eyes were wide and I broke out into a huge smile because it 
was my first time that i have ever won something like that. All in 
all it was a wonderful experience that I will never forget.”

Alyssa Burch, a 6th grader from Monticello Middle School got 
3rd place in the Photography category and received a check for 
$50. Another student from Monticello Middle School a 7th grad-
er Rhianna Gonzales got Honorable Mention Award in the essay 
category. Congratulations to all the winners!”

Jaylene 
Fuchs-Dickerson

Alyssa Burch
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Kahoot Contest
Do you know our region and the PNCFL organization? Would you like bragging rigths? Join the PNCFL 
Trivia contest online. See our  Webpage for the current Kahoot code.

&

Call for Articles for the Spring Lingo
Deadline: February 10th

Please send your article with hi-res photos to granville@bsd405.org for the Spring Lingo. 
• Awards your students won
• Tips and Tricks for Teachers
• News about your state
• Book Reviews
• Travelogue - virtual or IRL
• Perspectives on Education
• Cultural Facts
• Indigenous Languages
• Synopsis of Recent Publications
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